Night Discussion Topics

1. Is there such thing as morality in “survival” mode? Is a human truly capable of discerning and acting upon “right & wrong” when enduring great suffering?

2. What is the primary lesson that Wiesel teaches us in Night?  Choose specific characters and scenes which convey this lesson.

3. Is it possible to stop being “human,” and if so, what determines this humanity?  When does it start/stop?  What is the essential factor in being “human”? (Simply:  What makes us human vs. animal?)
4. Many characters in Night are transformed into brutal savages due to the inhumane treatment they experience.  Does Elie himself escape this fate?  Does he remain morally and spiritually in tact or does he become a bestial creature?  Explain and support your views with specific quotes/ actions

5. There are many groups who attempt to conceal the evidence and memoirs of The Holocaust.  Why is it essential for Wiesel’s story to be told? What effect does a firsthand account of this atrocity have on its readers? What is the world’s responsibility when genocide occurs?
6. Explain how victims of the Holocaust were dehumanized, why the treatment of Holocaust victims violated human rights, and explain why all humans deserve those rights.
7. Discuss the author’s use of the following devices and the effect they have on the reader:

Diction-

Flashbacks- 

Foreshadowing-

Tone-

Irony- 

